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Value of the Census 

Allocation of government funds and 
support for elections  

Use in other ABS statistics  

Government planning, 
administration and policy 

development 

Use by communities, businesses and 
researchers 

The most comprehensive and detailed picture of Australia’s population and 
housing, and how Australia is changing. 



 
Census data - from forms to statistics 

700 coding & 
processing 

staff 

8.45 million 
household forms 

and 750 thousand 
personal forms 

5.3 billion 
transactions 

68.9 million 
pieces of 

data 

2.8 million 
tables 
of data 

Wide range of 
products and 

services 



Overall response rate 95.1% 

Online response rate 63.3% 

Net undercount 1.0% 

High Quality Census 



Your Australia  

2016 Census Data Summary 

Snapshot of Australia 



Northern Territory 

Capital City 
Statistical Areas: 
• Greater Darwin 
• Rest of NT 

5 in the rest of NT 
• Alice Springs 
• Barkly 
• Daly – Tiwi – West Arnhem 
• East Arnhem 
• Katherine 

9 SA3s: 

4 in Darwin 
• Darwin City 
• Darwin Suburbs 
• Litchfield 
• Palmerston 



Population Growth 

2011 2016 Growth 

Darwin 120,586 136,828 13.5 % 

Rest of NT 89,377 89,443 0.7 % 

Northern Territory 211,945 228,833 8.0 % 



Where do Australians live? 

8.9% 

3.4 m 



State growth rate 
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Northern Territory growth 

Statistical Area Level 3 (SA3) 2011 2016 Growth Rate 

Darwin City 22,771 25,837 13.5 % 

Darwin Suburbs 51,573 53,762 4.2 % 

Litchfield 18,621 23,533 26.4 % 

Palmerston 27,618 33,696 22.0 % 

Alice Springs 36,065 36,080 0.04 % 

Barkly 5,721 5,534 -3.3 % 

Daly – Tiwi – West Arnhem 15,750 16,101 2.2 % 

East Arnhem 14,019 13,014 -7.2 % 

Katherine 17,822 18,713 5.0 % 



Population Growth – Northern Territory 
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Ageing population 
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Australia 1991 

Age range (years) 



Ageing population 
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Australia 2016 
 
Australia 1991 

Age range (years) 
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Age in the Northern Territory 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

Northern Territory 

Population 58,248 

Percent of NT 25.5 % 

Growth Rate 2.6 % 
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Age of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
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Age range (years) 



% Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Population 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

population as % of total population 

NSW 33.3 2.9 

VIC 7.4 0.8 

QLD 28.7 4.0 

SA 5.3 2.0 

WA 11.7 3.1 

TAS 3.6 4.6 

NT 9.0 25.5 

ACT 1.0 1.6 

Australia 100.0 2.8 

Darwin 1.8 8.7 

Rest of NT 7.0 51.0 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population 



Where in the Northern Territory? 

> 11,000 

9,000-10,999 

4,500-8,999 

2,000-4,499 

< 1,999 

Legend Darwin 

Darwin 



2016 2011 

Darwin 

City 

Darwin 

Suburbs 
Litchfield Palmerston 

Darwin 

City 

Darwin 

Suburbs 
Litchfield Palmerston 

Separate house 
2754 13504 6645 9495 3055 12574 5754 7894 

Semi-detached/ t/house - 1 storey 
666 1545 74 1097 1259 999 22 232 

Semi-detached/townhouse - 2 or more storeys 
1420 876 4 353 380 2110 227 907 

Flat/apartment in a 1/2 storey block 
967 2377 58 1608 1040 2293 108 1004 

Flat/apartment in a three storey block 
1170 975 133 180 1486 749 0 118 

Flat/apartment in a 4 or more storey block 
5032 903 0 277 3095 221 0 109 

Flat/apartment attached to a house 
0 22 0 4 25 56 3 9 

Caravan, Cabin, houseboat 
384 567 1118 14 274 690 1150 23 

Improvised home, tent, sleepers out 
188 112 185 31 182 75 110 27 

House or flat attached to a shop, office, etc. 
38 144 18 7 74 37 10 13 

Not stated 
139 121 84 26 59 62 17 11 

Not applicable 
89 58 11 3 105 48 14 0 

Total 
12849 21195 8323 13097 11031 19908 7414 10354 

Dwelling Structure 



2016 2011 

Aboriginal / 

Torres Strait 

Islander 

Non-

Indigenous 

Not 

stated 

Total excl. 

Overseas 

visitor 

Overseas 

visitor 
Total 

Total excl. 

Overseas 

visitor 

Overseas 

visitor 

Hotel, motel, B&B 221 6537 3838 10596 3329 13922 7777 2253 

Nurses' quarters 12 183 90 279 34 315 214 17 

Staff quarters 418 6052 2997 9461 1983 11448 5196 313 

Boarding house, private hotel 335 67 235 639 5 644 473 54 

Boarding school 327 104 49 483 13 494 628 7 

Residential college, hall of res 205 376 231 815 47 862 432 43 

Public hospital  197 145 207 550 6 558 538 7 

Private hospital  4 44 22 69 0 69 84 0 

Psychiatric hospital/institution 13 9 11 36 0 36 20 0 

Hostel for the disabled 49 35 8 91 0 91 60 0 

Nursing home 269 268 78 615 0 615 501 0 

Retired/aged accommodation 28 0 0 29 0 29 116 0 

Hostel for homeless, night shelter 280 108 54 442 0 442 331 0 

Childcare institution 3 4 0 7 0 7 15 0 

Corrective institution for children 15 14 0 32 0 32 34 0 

Other welfare institution 402 81 64 551 0 551 272 0 

Corrective institution for adults 1400 273 7 1680 0 1680 1298 0 

Immigration detention centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 786 0 

Convent, monastery, etc. 0 63 6 71 4 73 35 0 

Other and non-classifiable 13 296 251 555 782 1337 754 1028 

TOTAL 4191 14659 8148 27001 6203 33205 19564 3722 

Non-Private Dwellings 



A diverse Australia 

Northern Territory Australia 

Third-plus 
generation 

62% 

First 
generation 

23% 

Second 
generation 

15% 



Where do migrants live? 

32% 

20% 

23% 

22% 

28% 

12% 

26% 

28% 

Count of people born 
overseas living in each 
state 
 
Proportion of overseas 
population in each state 

Overseas-Born Population 

Darwin 34,978 26 % 

Rest of NT 9,972 11 % 



Where do migrants live in the NT? 

> 8,500 

6,800-8,499 

2,900-6,799 

1,400-2,899 

< 1,399 

Legend 
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Overseas-born population – Alice Springs , 2016 

15.6 

11.5 
10.8 10.7 

8 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

New
Zealand

England India USA Philippines



Recent arrivals (2006 - 2016) 

INDIA 

CHINA 

ENGLAND 

NEW ZEALAND 

PHILIPPINES 

13.7% 

13.1% 

8.2% 

7.8% 

5.0% 



Recent arrivals living in the NT (2006 - 2016) 
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Recent arrivals living in Alice Springs (2006 - 2016) 
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Age diversity of migrants 
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Ancestry 

NT Ancestry, top 
responses 

Australian 22.4% 

English 18.8% 

Australian 
Aboriginal 

12.8% 

Irish 6.3% 

Scottish 5.1% 



Language spoken at home 

NT Language Spoken at 
Home, top responses 

English only 58.0% 

Kriol 1.9% 

Djambarrpuyngu 1.9% 

Greek 1.4% 

Tagalog 1.3% 

Warlpiri 0.9% 



Language spoken at home 

Alice Springs Language 
Spoken at Home, top 
responses 

English only 53.0% 

Warlpiri 3.6% 

Alyawarr 2.8% 

Luritja 2.4% 

Pitjantjatjara 2.3% 

Arrente, nec 2.1% 



Religion – change over time 

NT Religious Affiliation, 
top responses 

No Religion 29.4% 

Catholic 20.0% 

Not Stated 16.0% 

Anglican 8.4% 

Uniting Church 5.7% 



Religion and age 



Families and households 

NT Family Composition 

Couples with children 46.2% 

Couples without children 35.2% 

Single parent families 16.6% 

People per household 2.9 
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Same sex couples as a proportion of all couples  
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Lone person households in the Northern Territory 
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Male 
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Need for assistance 
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Provided unpaid care 

Female 

Male 
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Providing unpaid care for children other than own 
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Unpaid domestic work – Northern Territory 
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Median personal income 



Housing costs – mortgage repayment 
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Mortgage repayments and household income 
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Housing costs – rent 
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Rent and household income 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra Australia

$ per week % of households paying 
>30% monthly income 



Accessing Census Data 



QuickStats 
Community 

Profiles  
DataPacks 

TableBuilder 
Basic & Pro 

Australian 
Census 

Longitudinal 
Dataset 

Analytical 
Products 

Accessing Census data 



Analytical Products 



Accessing Census data 



QuickStats 



Community Profiles 



TableBuilder 



2016 Census –Release dates 

Homelessness Estimates 



GovHack 



Questions? 

@ABSCensus 

Census Australia 

CensusAustralia 

1300 135 070  


